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Professional Profile

A self-motivated and resourceful PhD candidate working toward real-world impact by publishing at top conferences such
as SIGIR, WWW and CIKM, and reaching wider audiences through workshops, public presentations, articles and podcasts.
I am interested in understanding users and technologies.
Education

PhD in Computer Science, RMIT University Aug 2024 – Present
Research focuses on Information Retrieval and Human-Computer Interaction.
Supervisors: Dr. Dana McKay1, Prof. Mark Sanderson1, Dr. Paul Thomas2, and Dr. Johanne Trippas1.
1RMIT University 2Microsoft Research
Master of Information Technology, RMIT University Jul 2022 – Jul 2024
Awarded a 3.7/4.0 GPA.
Bachelor of Biomedical Sciences, Deakin University Jul 2019 – Jul 2021
Awarded a 3.9/4.0 GPA.
Diploma of Health Sciences, Deakin College Oct 2018 – Jul 2019
86%Weighted Average Mark (Australian WAM).
Experience

RMIT University – Sessional Academic Staff Jul 2025 – Present

• Tutor for COS3127 & COSC1183 Usability Engineering, a role that has allowed me to directly connect my research
with teaching.

• Created simplified examples from my research to make usability concepts digestible for students.
ARC ADM+S Centre – Doctoral Researcher Jun 2023 – Present

• Research duties include drafting proposals, securing funding, conducting user studies, and presenting findings.
• Secured both internal and external funding, 6 in total, to support user studies, conference travel, and event organization.
Oman Plastic Industries LLC. – Business Development Jun 2021 – Aug 2022

• Focused on developing business plans to promote product lines to clients. This included brand planning, logistics, and
supplier management.

• Secured first-ever sale to a major national hospital during the COVID-19 pandemic, developing a new customer
relationship in medical consumables.

mailto:sara.allawati@student.rmit.edu.au
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https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=vi1SrusAAAAJ&hl=en


Publications

Conference Proceedings:

[1] Allawati, S., McKay, D., Sanderson, M., Thomas, P., & Trippas, J. R. (2026). An Eye Tracking Study: Are AI Overviews
Changing Search Behavior? SIGIR 2026. 18.4% acceptance rate.

[2] Allawati, S. From Lab to Reality: An Eye-tracking Study of How Users are Influenced to Search in the Era of GenAI.
SIGIR 2026 (Extended Abstract).

[3] Sun, S., Allawati, S., Dietz, L., Khirbat, M., Mitra, B., de Rijke, M., & Spina, D. (2026). VulGen: Workshop on
Vulnerabilities in Generative Systems for Information Retrieval. SIGIR 2026 (Workshop).

[4] Khan, A. H., Wijenayake, S., Allawati, S., Spina, D., Hettiachchi, D. (2025). An Annotated Portfolio of User Interface
Design Patterns for AI Content Curation. IASDR 2025.

[5] Spina, D., Gwizdka, J., Ji, K., Moshfeghi, Y., Mostafa, J., Ruotsalo, T., Zhang, M., Ahmad, A., Allawati, S., Boonprakong,
N., Fernando, N., He, J., Hoeber, O., Jayawardena, G., Lee, B.-G., Liu, H., Pike, M., Pirmoradi, A., Nakisa, B., . . . Wilson,
M. L. (2025). Report on the 3rd Workshop on NeuroPhysiological Approaches for Interactive Information Retrieval
(NeuroPhysIIR 2025) at SIGIR CHIIR 2025. SIGIR Forum.

[6] Zendel, O., Allawati, S., Rashidi, L., Scholer, F. & Sanderson, M. (2025). A Comparative Analysis of Linguistic and
Retrieval Diversity in LLM-Generated Search Queries. CIKM 2025. 27% acceptance rate.

[7] Allawati, S. (2025). I Am Not a Caveman: An Eye-tracking Study of How Users are Influenced to Search in the Era of
GenAI. WWW 2025 (Companion). Top 15% of accepted papers.

[8] Trippas, J. R., Allawati, S., Mackenzie, J., & Gallagher, L. (2024). What do users really ask large language models? An
initial log analysis of Google Bard interactions in the wild. SIGIR 2024. 24% acceptance rate.

Media Coverage:

[1] ABC News Article “We asked Google AI about big tobacco. Its answer was missing some controversial history” features
our 2026 ACM SIGIR publication “An Eye Tracking Study: Are AI Overviews Changing Search Behavior?” [Article]

[2] Google’s new AI Mode: Is AI changing what we see online?, Automated Societies Podcast. [Podcast]
[3] Sara Allawati presents research on LLM query generation at CIKM in South Korea, ARC ADM+S Centre. [Article]
[4] Exploring the Future of Search: ADM+SPhDStudent Presents at ACMWebConference 2025, ARC ADM+S Centre. [Article]
Selected Projects

User Studies on Interaction with Generative AI – ARC ADM+S Centre, RMIT University [SIGIR ’24, ’26, WWW ’25]

• Ran eye-tracking studies to investigate how AI Overviews change search behaviour and reading patterns.
• Analyzed real-world interaction logs (Google Bard) to study how users query LLM-based conversational search systems.
Simulating User Search Behaviour – ABC News, ARC ADM+S Centre, RMIT University [CIKM ’25]

• Generated LLM query variants and evaluated their linguistic and retrieval diversity against human written query variants.
• Proposed a method for simulating user behaviour to evaluate recommender systems offline; awarded Runner-up at
the ARC ADM+S Hackathon.

https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3805712.3809530
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https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3769733.3769740
https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3746252.3761382
https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3701716.3715284
https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3626772.3657914
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-03/google-ai-overview-tobacco-companies/10673156
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1o5SuqrorhdAGlzZSNAoxp
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https://www.admscentre.org.au/exploring-the-future-of-search-adms-phd-student-presents-at-acm-web-conference-2025/


Awards and Funding

• ARC ADM+S CIKM 2025 Conference Travel Grant
• ARC ADM+S Research Grant 2025
• ACMWeb Conference 2025 Conference Student Travel Award
• ARC ADM+S Web Conference 2025 Conference Travel Grant
• RMIT University School of Computing Technologies Event 2025 Sponsorship
• ARC ADM+S PhD Full Tuition Fee and Stipend
• RMIT Dean’s Certificate of Commendation for Outstanding Results
• RMIT–Oman Master by Coursework Full Tuition Fee
• Academic Achievement Letter from Consulate General of Oman
• Ministry of Higher Education Full Tuition Fee and Stipend
Technical Skills

• Programming languages: Python, SQL, JavaScript
• Packages & Frameworks: PyTorch, TensorFlow, scikit-learn, SciPy, Git, React, LaTeX
Academics

Service

• ACM CHIIR Conference Proceedings Co-chair, CHIIR 2027.
• Reviewed for CIKM 2026, SIGIR 2026, and CHIIR 2025.
• Student volunteer at SIGIR 2026, The Web Conference 2025, and CHIIR 2025.
Invited Talks & Workshops

• Lessons from My PhD, Australian Computer Society.
• AI Overviews Eye Tracking Presentation, University of Glasgow.
• Global 3 Minute Thesis (3MT) Competition, RMIT University.
• Mapping Your Career Into Tech Panel, Microsoft.
• PhD Journey Panel, ARC ADM+S, University of Queensland.
• HDR Research Training Workshop, ARC ADM+S, University of Queensland.
• AI for Academic Research Workshop, Graduate Social Change Symposium, RMIT University.
• PhD Panel for Case Studies in Data Science Course, RMIT University.
Volunteer

Executive Committee Member, ARC ADM+S Centre Jun 2025 – Present
Contributing to decision-making alongside the centre’s senior leadership team.
Committee Member, ACS (Australian Computer Society) Feb 2025 – Present
Supporting young ICT professionals through community-building events, career sessions, and workshops.



CHIRE Research Group Coordinator, RMIT University Jan 2025 – Present
Organizing weekly research group meetings with over 70 members from different universities in Australia, including senior
researchers and PhD students, to strengthen connections and collaborations.
HDR Student Representative, ARC ADM+S Centre Sep 2024 – Present
Acting as the voice representing students’ needs relating to research and training opportunities.
Academic Peer Mentor, RMIT University Feb 2024 – Jul 2024
Shared experiences and provided academic guidance to fellow students.
Administration Assistant, RMIT University Feb 2024 – Jul 2024
Assisted students with inquiries at the student information counter and handled phone inquiries.
Mentee, Mentorship Program, Cisco Australia Aug 2023 – Nov 2023
Built ongoing connections with tech leaders through weekly meetings, networking, and career events.
References
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